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determine cause of death.
Results:Thirty patients (26%) were pronounced dead on arrival. Of the
82 alive patients, 33 (40%) died in the hospital. The mean injury severity
score for patients who died was 43  12 compared with 34  12 for
surviving patients (P  .001). In-hospital deaths were caused by aortic
rupture in 12 patients (15%), other traumatic injuries in 19 (23%), and
multisystem organ failure after aortic repair in two patients (2%). The 12
deaths from aortic rupture occurred 4 hours of injury: five died in the
emergency department or computed tomography scanner, and seven died in
the operating room. Aortic injury was recognized in only two of the seven
patients who died intraoperatively and therefore represent the only patients
who might have been salvaged with immediate TEVAR. Fifty-nine patients
survived 4 hours with contained TAD, and eight (14%) died of associated
injuries. Nineteen (32%) underwent aortic repair (17 open, 2 TEVAR)24
hours due to severe aortic disruption or minimal associated injuries. Two
died of postoperative complications. Twenty-two patients (37%) had de-
layed repairs (13 open, 9 TEVAR) because of infectious complications or the
need to treat other organ system injuries; all survived to discharge. Themean
hospital length of stay after TEVAR was 30  30 days, which was not
different compared with 33  27 days after open repair. Operative compli-
cations occurred in eight of 30 patients after open repair and in one of 11
after TEVAR (P  NS). Regardless of the repair type, seven of the 19
patients (37%) in this series who underwent repair 24 hours developed
operative complications compared with two (9%) of the 22 who underwent
delayed repair (P  .08). Of the 10 (17%) surviving patients with minimal
TAD who were treated with -blockade and observation, three have stable
aortic injuries and seven were lost to follow-up.
Conclusions:Most patients with TAD who arrive alive at the hospital
do not experience aortic rupture. Rupture appears to occur within the first 4
hours of admission, before the injury can be recognized in time for salvage
with immediate TEVAR. No patient in this series who survived 4 hours
died of aortic rupture. Death was related to the extent of associated injuries
and was not influenced by the type or timing of repair.
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Background: Transient hypotension and bradycardia after carotid
endarterectomy (CEA) is related to increased baroreceptor activity at the
carotid bifurcation. These symptoms, mediated by afferent impulses
through the nerve of Hering, result from increased vagal activity. We report
a case of deglutition syncope after CEA.
Case report: A 61-year-old man presented with left amaurosis fugax
and bilateral 80% internal carotid artery stenoses. His surgical history was
significant for a right CEA 12 years previously. After an uneventful left CEA,
he was hemodynamically stable and without neurologic deficits. On the first
postoperative day, the patient experienced crushing chest pain, bradycardia,
hypotension, and bilateral vision loss as he began to eat breakfast. Results of
an electrocardiogram, computed tomography (CT) scan with pulmonary
embolism protocol, cardiac isoenzyme analysis, and echocardiogram were
normal. His blood pressure, chest pain, and vision loss responded initially to
the administration of pressors. During the next day, similar symptoms
developed each time he attempted to eat. With initiation of anticholinergic
medication, he was able to eat without symptoms. Results of a barium
swallow were normal. The patient’s symptoms resolved, and the anticholin-
ergic medication was discontinued. The patient underwent an uneventful
right CEA 3 months later. He was hemodynamically and neurologically
stable during the procedure and postoperatively. The morning after the
CEA, diaphoresis, hypotension, and tachycardia again developed when he
began eating breakfast. Anticholinergic medications were again initiated and
all symptoms resolved 48 hours.
Results: The patient has been seen in follow-up. He has had no further
episodes of deglutition syncope or other neurologic symptoms. His CEA are
widely patent.
Conclusions: Increased vagal tone after CEA, mediated by hypersen-
sitivity of the baroreceptors of the carotid sinus, is well described. The nerve
of Hering, an afferent branch of the glossopharyngeal nerve, synapses with
efferent fibers of the vagus nerve in the nucleus tractus solitarius within the
medulla. The glossopharyngeal nerve also transmits afferent impulses from
the esophagus. We hypothesize that after CEA, our patient had a transient
increase in afferent activity to the nucleus tractus solitarius related to changes
of the carotid baroreceptor. With additional glossopharyngeal afferent ac-
tivity associated with swallowing, deglutition syncope developed. Degluti-
tion syncope is considered an unusual manifestation of vasovagal episodes
and usually has been reported in association with esophageal, cardiac, and
thoracic aortic abnormalities. To our knowledge, this patient is the first case
of deglutition syncope reported after CEA. Because deglutition syndrome
can be associated with esophageal abnormalities, a barium swallow should be
evaluated. Clinicians should be aware of and know how to address this rare
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Background: Prophylactic insertion of inferior vena cava filters
(IVCFs) accounts for more than half of all IVCFs placed into multisystem
trauma patients with contraindications to anticoagulation. The use of pro-
phylactic IVCFs has increased in association with the introduction of retriev-
able IVCFs (R-IVCF), most of which are not removed. In this report we
describe a patient with R-IVCF–related pseudoaneurysms of the infrarenal
aorta and right renal artery who presented 10 months after multiorgan
trauma and prophylactic R-IVCF placement. Management required autog-
enous aortic reconstruction, caval repair, and subsequent right nephrec-
tomy.
Methods: A 42-year-old man presented with left upper extremity
edema and was diagnosed with left arm thrombophlebitis. A computed
tomography (CT) scan of the abdomen and pelvis was obtained as part of an
evaluation of back pain. The CT demonstrated an IVC filter with struts
protruding outside the vena cava lumen associated with fluid collections, an
infrarenal aortic pseudoaneurysm, and penetration into the duodenal wall
(Figs 1 and 2). A follow-up CT scan 3 days later demonstrated increased
pericaval fluid collections and new septic emboli to the lungs. The patient’s
Celect R-IVCF (Cook Medical, Bloomington, Ind) had been placed 10
months earlier for pulmonary embolus prophylaxis in the absence of docu-
mented deep vein thrombosis after a motor vehicle accident associated with
multiorgan injuries. At the completion of his trauma hospitalization, an
attempt to retrieve the filter was unsuccessful and it was left in place. After a
second unsuccessful attempt to remove the filter percutaneously, we pro-
ceeded with open removal of the R-IVCF requiring retrohepatic caval
control, bilateral renal vein control, and infrarenal caval control. One filter
strut was imbedded in the duodenal wall but had not entered the lumen. The
aortic pseudoaneurysm was repaired using a femoral-popliteal vein interpo-
sition graft. The patient was discharged home on postoperative day 20.
Follow-up contrast CT demonstrated a right renal artery pseudoaneurysm
(Fig 3) that was not present on the preoperative CT. Arteriography demon-
strated a pseudoaneurysm arising from the rightmain renal artery bifurcation
at the previous location of one of the filter struts. The patient was not
considered a reasonable candidate for renal salvage and was managed with
embolization, followed by right nephrectomy.
Results: The patient is doing well at the 3-month follow-up, with
normal renal function. He is asymptomatic, with evidence of patency of his
IVC and aortic repair.
Fig 1. Computed tomography scan shows extraluminal struts
from a retrievable inferior vena cava filter with associated fluid
collections, infrarenal abdominal aortic pseudoaneurysm, and in-
volvement of the duodenal wall.
